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Delighted to back this amendment to strengthen an excellent policy paper - one which not only aims 
for rehabilitation of offenders, not only respects the victims of crime, but also - and almost unheard 
in debates on crime - didn't pander to produce but respects the evidence of what's most likely to 
work. 
 
The amendment moved by Evan cuts to the heart of a core liberal belief - that there is always a need 
for authority to be challenged. That authority varies. It might be the government of the day. It might 
sometimes be the police. It might be bullying bosses in private or public organisations. But wherever 
abuse of power is taking place liberals should be on the side of those seeking to expose it and to stop 
it. Helping the underdog, standing up to the oppressor. 
 
The best journalism is an essential safeguard for us all, holding power to account. This amendment 
aims to encourage more of that high-quality journalism. By ensuring reporters and their editors (and 
their proprietors) know that when they are acting in the public interest they should not fear the 
tentacles of the state. But it's about more than just that - it's also about extending that defence to 
those ordinary members of the public who want to stop a wrong from continuing but are also in fear 
of their jobs, their livelihoods, unless they can do it without fear of exposure. 
 
I'm going to take a risk here. I'm going to ask you to feel some sympathy for the political editor of The 
Sun. When the police was investigating the Andrew Mitchell Plebgate affair they used the Regulation 
of Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA) to secretly obtain his phone records. They didn't need the content 
of the calls. They just needed to know the phone numbers to start matching them up with his 
sources. Quick message to The Sun: human rights matter to everyone sometimes. 
 
Actually it doesn't matter if you feel sorry for The Sun or the Mail on Sunday journalists whose details 
were obtained by Kent Police. These are just the high profile cases. In 2013 alone there were 514,608 
similar authorisations for RIPA requests by UK public authorities -that's 10,000 such requests every 
week. If you were a whistleblower looking to expose a wrong how confident would you feel phoning 
a journalist knowing that? 
 
And if the police do need to obtain confidential details they can do so already. Under Pace, they can 
apply to the courts and ask for disclosure in front of a judge and the journalist can put their case. 
That's proper due process. 
 
British journalism doesn't have a great reputation at the moment. Muck-raking and entrapment, 
distorting and trivialising - and that's on a good day. But let's also remember the best of journalism 
too, from The Sunday Times's thalidomide campaign to the Telegraph's expenses revelations to the 
Guardian's own exposure of newspaper hacking. Sunlight is the best disinfectant. 
 
On the Leveson Report, Evan and I found ourselves on opposite sides. But on this I am happy to say I 
agree with Evan - the best journalism, acting in the public interest -holding power to account - 
righting wrongs, preventing injustice - that journalism deserves our whole-hearted support. And so 
do those who confide in journalists despite the risks. Conference, liberals believe in challenging 
authority. This amendment gives protection to the underdogs challenging authority.  
 
Please support the amendment and then back this motion. 
 


